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I.  Regional Demographic Chara cteristic s and Implications 
for Evacuation Dynamics  

A. Small Area Dwelling Unit and Population Data  

A Regional Evacuation Study and the associated transportation modeling 
are based upon a set of defined demographic characteristics assembled 
for each region of the State. This data is referred to as  Small Area Data. 
The data is gathered for three time periods ï 2010, 2015, and 2020. 

The initial year, 2010, was developed using the 2010 Census and the 
2008-2010 American Community Survey (ACS). This includes the 
occupied dwelling unit (single family and multi -family) and permanent 
population. Block group level data from the 2008 -2010 ACS was used to 
gain general housing and population characteristics. The 2010 Census 
data, however, did not provide information regarding the proportion of 
single-family to multi -family dwelling unit types or site -built to mobile 
home unit types, as well as the number of vehicles that would be 
available to each type. This level of detail is found within the ACS. Using 
BEBR medium projections as the control variable for population (years 
2015 and 2020), the number of projected housing units was calculated for the corresponding 
future years. A proportionate  factor from 2010 was used to distribute dwelling units and 
population by block group. This method also established the percent of mobile and site -built 
homes. Absent of specific direction from the counties that some block groups might be expected 
to grow more or less than the others; this was the most appropriate approach. However, if any 
information was available to direct more growth into some areas of the counties than others 
(because the counties themselves project growth that way), it was incorporated  (on a county-by-
county basis). 

The hotel/motel data comes from the Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) 
Lodging License Files. The data is available by zip code and is not available in GIS format. The 
hotel and motel data list was geo -coded in GIS by census block group for each county in the 
Region. The projected hotel/motel data remained constant, as the data files indicated no change 
in the Region over the previous eight years. Hotel/Motel persons per unit remained at 1.5 and the 
vehicles per unit remained at one for the projected years.  
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Table 1:  Treasure Coast  Demographic Characteristic Summary  

 

County  Characteristic  
Year  

2010  2015  2020  

Indian River 

Occupied site-built homes 
        

55,843  
        

60,092  
        

64,629  

Population in site-built homes 
       

127,987  
       

140,442  
       

151,295  

Occupied mobile homes 
          

4,333  
          

3,687  
          

3,688  

Population in mobile home 
          

8,247  
          

6,600  
          

6,599  

Hotel/motel units  
          

3,185  
          

3,186  
          

3,193  

Martin 

Occupied site-built homes 
        

58,006  
        

58,497  
        

62,078  

Population in site-built homes 
       

130,718  
       

133,773  
       

142,076  

Occupied mobile homes 
          

5,893  
          

5,658  
          

5,667  

Population in mobile home 
        

11,667  
        

12,166  
        

12,226  

Hotel/motel units  
          

1,834  
          

1,871  
          

1,911  

Palm Beach 

Occupied site-built homes 
       

528,454  
       

541,996  
       

568,236  

Population in site-built homes 
    

1,258,185  
    

1,322,482  
    

1,385,399  

Occupied mobile homes 
        

15,773  
        

15,545  
        

15,641  

Population in mobile home 
        

41,977  
        

42,233  
        

42,109  

Hotel/motel units 
        

19,459  
        

19,609  
        

19,738  

St. Lucie 

Occupied site-built homes 
        

99,859  
       

111,869  
       

125,955  

Population in site-built homes 
       

259,443  
       

296,809  
       

333,204  

Occupied mobile homes 
          

8,664  
          

8,064  
          

8,052  

Population in mobile home 
        

15,293  
        

14,354  
        

14,354  

Hotel/motel units  
          

2,889  
          

3,826  
          

4,746  
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Map 1: Treasure Coast Regional S ite Built  Density  
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Map 2: Treasure Coast Regional M obile Home  Density  
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B. Overall Population 

The University of Floridaôs Bureau of Economic and Business Research (BEBR) estimated that the 
permanent resident population of Treasure Coast Region on April 1, 2015 in Table 1  above was 
1,959,554, an increase  from 1,882,269 in the 2010 Census, which represents an increase of 
4.11% shown in Table 2  below.  

 

Table 2. Estimates of Population by County and City in Florida: April 1, 2015  

 
Source: University of Floridaôs Bureau of Economic and Business Research (BEBR): Florida Estimates of Population 2015 

 

  

 

County  April 1 , 2015 Population Estimate  April 1 , 2010 Census Population  % Total Change  

Indian River  143,326 138,028 3.84% 

Martin  150,062 146,318 2.56% 

Palm Beach  1,378,417 1,320,134 4.41% 

St. Lucie  287,749 277,789 3.59% 

REGION  1,959,554 1,882,269 4.11% 
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MAP 3: Treasure Coast Regional Population  

 






























































