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CONSULTANT SUMMARY 

A review of aerial photographs and USGS maps of the AAF/FEC Railroad corridor within 
Indian River County indicated that a total of nine higher probability areas for archaeological 
sites occur within the AAF/FEC Railroad corridor APE (area of potential effect). The 
identification of higher probability areas is based on a site model created for Indian River 
County (Dickel 1992) and the author’s expertise using aerial photographs and maps to 
identify potential archaeological sites. 

The AAF/FEC Railroad corridor archaeological site model is based on the association of 
elevated uplands, particularly those of the Atlantic Coastal Ridge, abutting or in close 
proximity to wetland features such as rivers, creeks, sloughs, and ponds. This upland-wetland 
composite ecotone was an integral location for prehistoric subsistence, habitation, and 
transportation for Florida waterways that provided access to multiple environments associated 
with diverse resources and canoe routes. 

The AAF/FEC Railroad corridor traverses the Atlantic Coastal Ridge, a major upland feature 
that has been the focus of prehistoric occupation for at least 12,000 years. The railroad 
corridor traverses the Vero Man and Gifford Bones sites, representing some of the earliest 
evidence of human occupation found in Florida. The Vero Man site is eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places, and the Gifford site is potentially eligible. At these 
sites the ridge was characterized by a remnant natural creek abutting and traversing a Paleo 
landscape, currently obscured and altered by modern development that has included the 
creation of Main Canal and other development-related activities such as bulldozing, dredging, 
and filling. In some cases these activities have not destroyed underlying cultural deposits, but 
covered them with fill, providing inadvertent protection to these sites; and in other cases 
archaeological and fossil materials may have been redeposited within the fill. 

Currently, only sites 8IR1/8IR9, 8IR2, and 8IR7 (the Vero Man site, the Campbell Site,  and 
the Gifford Bones sites) are identified as previously recorded sites along the FEC Railroad 
corridor, correlating to three of the higher probability areas. The prehistoric ecology of the 
Atlantic Coastal Ridge and its relation to archaeological sites is not fully understood, and 
other undetected sites obscured below more recent deposits likely occur. The other six 
archaeological probability areas have never been systematically tested by archaeologists and 
could include unknown archaeological sites. These higher probability areas need to be subject 
to Phase I assessments prior to proposed ground-disturbing activities. 

A compilation of relevant maps are presented including USGS maps and 1958 aerial 
photographs. The year 1958 was selected from available aerial photographs because the 
natural areas were discernible, facilitating identification of higher probability areas for 
archaeological sites. Each known site or untested high probability area is labeled A through I 
sequentially from north to south.  

1



NUSGS Maps:  FELLSMERE, REV. 1992
                       SEBASTIAN,  REV. 1970
                       VERO BEACH, REV. 1970

Figure 1. USGS Map of the Florida East Coast Railway corridor through Indian
River County depicting higher archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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Figure 2. USGS Map of the Florida East Coast Railway corridor through Indian
River County depicting higher archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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Figure 3. USGS Map of the Florida East Coast Railway corridor through Indian
River County depicting higher archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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Figure 4. 1958 aerial photograph Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) corridor through
Indian River County depicting archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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Figure 5. 1958 aerial photograph Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) corridor through
Indian River County depicting archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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Figure 6. 1958 aerial photograph Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) corridor through
Indian River County depicting archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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Figure 7. 1958 aerial photograph Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) corridor through
Indian River County depicting archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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Figure 8. 1958 aerial photograph Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) corridor through
Indian River County depicting archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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Figure 9. 1958 aerial photograph Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) corridor through
Indian River County depicting archaeological probability areas, north to south.
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