TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM

To: Council Members AGENDA ITEM 10
From: Staff

Date: March 21, 2014 ouncil Meeting

Subject: All Aboard FloridaUpdate

Introduction

The purpose of this item is fwrovide anopportunity forCouncilto receive a updateregarding

various activitiesrelated tothe Fl or i da Eas't Coast I ndustriesé
Florida (AAF) project The project is intended to providew high-speed intercity express
servicebetween Miami and Orlandon the Florida East Coast (FEC) rail corridorhis item

includes an overview of the permit processlsummaryof potentialmeasursto mitigate local

and regional impacts.

Background

In 2012, FECI introduced a proposal for a privatklgded service known as All Aboard Florida,
which proposes new intercity express rail service between downtown Miami and Orlando, with
additional stations in downtown Fort Lauderdale and downtown West PachBee project

has been the subject of extensive Council and local government discussion since its
announcement. As currently envisioned, the project would provide sixteen daily rdrpd
trains, totaling 32 additional trains on the corridor with maximspeeds of 79 MPH south of
West Palm Beach, 110 MPH between West Palm Beach and Cocoa, and 125 MPH from Cocoa
to Orlando. The FEC rail corridor is proposed to also continueicgringight service, \wich is
projected to increasever time Although the rail corridor is privately ownatljs included inthe

Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Stgatelntermodal System, whigbrioritizesit

for statewide transportation funding advanceeconomic competitiveness and qualitylibé.

Permit Review Process

FECI has applied for 8RailroadRehabilitationimprovement~inancing loan from the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA), which requires &mvironmental Impact Statement (EIS) be
preparedby the FRA. Although the details othe loan application are not published, FECI
representatives have previouslstimatedproject cost at approximately $1.%illion. The EIS

will be prepared in accordance with tNational Environmental Policy Act (NEPASnd other
Federal regulations, dnit will incorporate documentation provided by FECWhen private
railroads own the rightf-way upon which tracks will be constructed, environmental compliance



is required with applicable Federal and State laws. However, no additional permitting flom FR
is typically required.The FRA anticipates publishing a draft EIS t8ging, which will initiate

a public comment periodf 45 days or longer at the discretion of the FRAe FRA will
scheduleup to six workshops along the corridor Public commentcan be provided at the
workshops or via U.S mail or emakdfter receipt of comments, FRA will publish a final EIS
followed by publication ofa A Recor d ovihich Dndll créecemimena preferred
alternative

Evaluation

The reintroduction of passesgrail service on the Florida East Coast rail corridor has been a
long-standing regional priority that can provide improved mobility and varied economic and
environmental benefits. However, the service as currently proposed concentrates public benefits
in communities where stations are planned (West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, Miami, and
Orlando), bypassing the three northern counties entirely. All Igoakernments along the
corridor will have costs and impacts of different formiiere are modificatios to the project

and ancillary activities that coulchore fairly distribute beefits throughout the corridor and
lessen impacts to local governments. Each of these is described below.

(1) Additional Passenger Rail Statios

Access to passenger rail service is the key benefit the AAF project can provide to the
Treasure Coast Region-ECI has indicated it intends to initiate the AAF service with
only four new station$ in West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, Miami, and Orlaho
stations are currently proposed for Martin, St. Lucie, or Indian Rwenties.To expand

the benefits of passenger rail service, the followmtigating measureare suggested:

1 Advancethe Amtrak/FEC Corridor Project:Currently funded in the FDOT Five
Year Work Program, theAmtrak/FEC projecthas previously identified station
locationsin Stuart, Fort Pierce, and Vero Beaghich couldalso accommodate AAF
trains. FECI, FDOT, Amtrak, and local governments should wodether to enable
the Amtrak/FEC project to be constructed concurrent with the AAF project.

1 Add Additional AAF Stops in Stuart, Fort Pierce, and Vero Bedldfe most
meaningful benefit the AAF project can offer to the Treasure Coast is its ability to
provide connections within the communities it passes througlm more fairly
distribute thepr o] e c t 6 BECILbF®@Teahd Idocal governments should work
together to evaluate ways in which additional stops can be added in Stuart, Fort
Pierce, and VeroBeac as part of AAFO Jheintraductiomdf ser v
regularly scheduledAAF service three or four times daily in these smaller
communities, in addition to the Amtrak intercity service, would provide significant
connectivity and expanded markettential.

(2) Grade Crossing Improvements and Quiet Zones

To accommodatboth passenger and freight service in the corfiBBCI is proposing to
install a second track from Miami to Coced t hi n F E C0 sof-way whichk n t roi
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will require reconstruction of th&52 existing grade crossingsFECI has completed
diagnostic field reviewsrdbm MiamiDade to Martin Countyo determineanticipated
safety improvementswith field reviews for the remaining counties anticipated later this
spring. Although notnecessarilyrequired by current grade crossing agreemdviES|

has indicated it will fund the cost of all safety improvements necessary for the operation
of the proposed AAF servicdhe added safety improvements and equipment to be
installed by FECI will help in achieving quiet zone designations at locally selected grade
crossingsMany communities along theorridor have pioritized quiet zones, wheneo

train horns must be sounded due to more extensive safety equipment. Atuibst 1edq

the Palm Beach an®roward Metropolitan Planning Organizatio@dPOs) FECI and
FDOT areworking collaboratively in support of a TIGER grant to fund quiet zone safety
infrastructurein these two counties A similar effort has not been initiated hige
northern MPOA'POs thus far. To reduce costs to local governmetsd improve
conditions along the FEC corriddhe following mitigating measures are suggested:

1 Provide FDOT Funding for Quiet Zone Construction Costd#t is expected that
additional infrastructure will be requireét many grade crossings to increase the
safety rating sufficient for quiet zone designation. FDOT and local governments
should work together to identify appropriate sources of transportation funding (e.g.,
Strategic Interradal System Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP)
funds) to fill the quiet zone funding gap, thereby relieving local governments of this
financial obligation.

1 Provide FECland FDOTSupportfor Quiet ZoneTIGER Grant for Martin, St. Lucie
andIndian River Counties:To help fund quiet zones, the Palm Beach and Broward
MPOs are working with local governments, in collaboration with F&@ FDOT to
submit a TIGER grant application in April 2014. Each of these MPOs has allocated
local funding bwards this effort, totaling $8.6 million. The northern MPO/TPOs
have more limited funding but will receive larger project impacts. FREd FECI
should work together with local governments and the MPO/TPOs in Martin, St.
Lucie, and Indian River countids provide sufficient funding to enable a TIGER
grant for all five counties for quiet zone infrastructure costsBr evar d Count
Space Coast TPO should also be considered a partner in the TIGER grant application.

1 Provide FECI Supportfor Installation of Safe Pedestrian Pathways at All Grade
Crossings The higher speed and more frequent train service proposed by FECI
creates a heightened demand for safe pedestrian pathways at legal grade crossings to
discourage illegal pedestrian trespassing acrassadih corridor. In addition to the
installation of pedestrian barriers as necessary, FECI, FDOT, and local governments
should work together to identify measures by which sidewalks can be incorporated
into the project as part of the corridor safety imgroents. This would reduce the
capital cost burden to local governments.

1 EstablishConsistent, Predicable, and Reason®fl€| Grade Crossing Fee Schedule
for Local GovernmentsEach of the 82 grade crossings between Cocoa and Miami
is governed by an independent grade crossing agreement. RBefi@agreements
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have indicatedthe terms between FEC and local governments are inconsistent.
Further, FEC rate increases are unpredictabdeising fimncial burden for local
governments. FECI shouldork with local governments testablish a consistent,
predictable, and reasonable schedule of costs for all grade crossings, witariong
cost projections, to reduce costs to local governments and emalée informed
budgeting.

T Request Clarification on FECSpropdsestb ofe@mter i dor
the AAF service from West Palm Beach north to Cocoa at speeds up to 110 MPH,
which requires additional safety requirements that have been teterby FRA as a
sealedcorridor. FRA has implied aealedcorridor would require most of the safety
infrastructure necessary to establish a quiet zone; however, there is no FRA
documentation clearly defining these requirements. Concerns have beemnréised
region regarding fencing or other pedestrian barriers to prevent trespassing in the ralil
corridor. The FRA should provide a clear definition of what is required within a
sealed corridor and how it relates to the establishment of quiet zones.

(3) Miti_ gation of Railroad Bridge and Marine Navigation Conflicts

The FEC rail corridocrosseseveral significant waterways between Cocoa and Miami,
and here are threemovable bridges on theiil corridor. Unlike vehicular bridges which

can accommodat@manyboatswhile closed,a great deal dboating trafficcannot traverse
railroad bridgewhen closedo accommodata train crossingThis limitationspreadshe
proj ect 0s impaatacrogsalargeiosagaent dhe boating publicAlthough the
Code ofFederal Regulations (CFRgpnits a longer bridge closingECI indicates AAF
project improvementsvill reduce bridge closure timdor passenger traing twelve
minutes in ideal conditions Bridge closure timavould be several minutes longer for
freighttrains. The CFR places no limit on the number of times the bridges may be closed
to accommodate the passage of trains.

In Fort Lauderdale FECI representatives have indicatdee New River Bridgewill
remaindoubletracked and abridgetenderwill be stationed thereFECI hasndicated it
will arrange the AAFserviceschedulesuch thatthe northbound and southbound trains
will cross the bridgsimultaneouslyreducingbridge closings tonly once per hour.

The two bridges in the Treasure Coast Regwll be impacted more severehy the

AAF project as each bridge would be requiredctosetwice per houronceeach for
hourly northboundand southboundrains), plus additional closures for freightains
moving independent of passenger trainfhe Loxahatchee RiverBridge in
Jupiter/Tequestes proposedo be doubldrackedas it was historically Properties west

of the bridge includeariedresidential, recreational, and cultutees The Loxahatchee
River Bridge also providesxclusive public safety access inland for the Village of
Tequestads advan omdichisldickee east of thelomidgé vessel |

The St. Lucie RiveBridgein Stuartis proposed to remainsangletrack bridge as itvas
originally constructedand the track immeately north of the bridge includes two nearly
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90-degree bends in its alignmenthe St. Lucie River is also a component of the
Okeechobee Waterway, which provides a cifelssida connection through Lake
Okeechobee to Fort MyerdVaterfront lands are moextensive and diversgest of the

St. Lucie River Bidge, including residential, commerciahdustrial, recreational, and

cultural usesin Martin and St. Lucie countiesThe bridge also provides access to
designated community rPadev Clidymeratndard emasg ain
recent state EnterpriseZone designation was secured to support marine commercial
activity.

Roadway networks adjacent to the bridges waedl-defined, with numerous grade
crossings in close proximityntensifyingthe need to ensure smooth bridge operations as
well as appropriate staging areas for trains awaiting bridge clostigysificant public
concernshave been raisecegarding impacts to marine navigatidsoatingand public
safety, property valuegmergencyesponseand quality of life impactsTo reducethese
impacts the following mitigating measures are suggested:

1 Synchronize Passenger and Freight Schedules to Reduce Bridge Closiites:
addition of thirtytwo passenger trains daily é&xistingfreight traffic on the FEC rail
corridor will present a significant conflict for marine navigation. With the
introduction of A Posi t i ve TFELI has irclicated raib servioe can be
operated more efficiently and with greater synchronization. The piofect p ot ent i a
impacts on these two bridges extend well beyond the communities in which the
bridges are located, as they provide access both for recreational and commercial users
on both sides of the bridges. FEEDOT, local governments, and marine interests
should work together to explore ways which passenger and freigtgervice
schedulescan be synchronizeduch that the railroad bridges are only required to
close once to accommodate crossings by passenger arft fraigs simultaneously
or in sequence. FEGhould work closely with local governments to locate sidings
such that approaching trains may be staged without interference to vehicular traffic to
enable two trains to cross with one closure.

1 Establish Limits on Maximum Bridge Closure Time: The Federal Code of
Regulations regarding the Loxahatchee River and St. Lucie River bridges presume the

draw spans are finormally in the fully o
8§117.317) The proposed operation ofearly fifty daily trains will not allow the
bridges to remain finormall yo open. To |

through the railroad bridgeBECI, U.S. Coast Guardocal governments, and marine
interests should work together to evaluate andeld@ revisions to the CFR for
Loxahatchee and St. Lucie River bridge regulations that more fairly bathece
navigational needs of the public witie needs of the railroad.

9 EstablishOn-Site Bridge TendersGiven the proposed AAF schedule and anticipated
number of bridge closings, a high degree of human surveillance should be provided at
the railroad bridges, especially during peak boating times (e.g., weekends, holidays).
FECI, U.S. Coast Guard, and loggvernments should work together to identify




appropriate staffing hours, communications, and locations for bridge tenders to be
provided at the Loxahatchee and St. Lucie River bridges.

1 Modernize Bridge Mechanisms and Structurd$ie additional demand proposed by
the AAF project on the antiquated Loxahatchee River and St. Lucie River bridges
could cause rapid deterioration of the bridge machinery and substructure. A detailed
analysis of both bridges should be conducted to ifjeltthg-term needs, anBECI,
U.S. Coast Guard, and local governments should work togethéetéomine key
mechanical and structural componenteding modernizatioto ensure continued
safe and reliable operation.

1 Provide Fundindor Second Police/FirResponse Vessahd Dockage Because the
Loxahatchee Rivebridge provides exclusive access for the Village of Tequesta
advanced life safety vessdfECI and FDOT shouldvork with the Village of
Tequesta taassist insecuring a new doclocation andsupprt the purchase of a
secondife safetyvessel to be located west of the Loxahatchee Rivége.

1 Provide FDOT Funding fotong-Term BridgeReconstructionAs part of the FDOT
SIS, the FEC railroadoridges areeligible FDOT funding. Marine navigation,
especially for larger cargo vesselsc@mpromisedat the St. Lucie Rivebridge due
to misalignment between its draw span and that ofAth& vehicular bidge to the
west. The openingat the Loxahatchee Rivéridgeis too narrow to &w two boats
to pass through simultaneousind boating traffic will be constrained with additional
bridge closures A bridge working group should be established, with participation by
FDOT, FECI, local governments, and marine interests, to identifg-tlerm
structural rehabilitation of both bridges over time. As SIS facilities, the bridge
evaluations should consider the key SIS criteria: economic competitiveness and
quality of life. Consideration should be givenitigprove thealignmentbetweenthe
rail and vehicular bridge draw spans at the St. Lucie Rik@ssingand widening of
the Loxahatchee River bridge draw span.

(4) Access to Broadband Capacity:

As an ancillary corridor improvement, FEC6 t el ecommuni cati ons
Infrastructure)has indicatedt will install a high-capacity fiber optic network within the

FEC corridor fromJacksonville to Miamand from Orlando to Cocoa along State Road
528. This private infrastructure improvementill provide stateof-the-art broadband
capacity that could revolutionize communications and research capabilities for the region
and state. Broadband access can improve the delivery of public services such as
emergency response, improve educational and research opportunities, and provide a
significant economic development enhancement for the region. To help offset costs and
impacts to local governments, the following mitigating measure is suggested:

1 Establish Discounted Broadband Access Rate for Public and SeletbrNRybfit
Institutiors: FECI, FDOT, and local governments should work together to identify an
appropriatediscounted rate fdoroadband access by local governments and agencies,
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educational systems including colleges and universities, hospitals, afat-poofit
biomedicalinstitutions.

(5) Ereight Rationalization

The FEC rail corridor plays a critical role in the movement of freight through the region

and state. The widening of the Panama Canal will enable cargo ships with three times the
capacity of t o d ary feeght to élsrislee bnsl Pdrt dMiari rared nPerp
Everglades are currently being improved t
Land uses along the FEC rail corridor have developed intensely over timeingesult

increa®d freight/land use conflist While freight trains produce significant noise and
vibration impacts, passenger trains are lighter, faster, and shorter, making them easier to
accommodate within an urban corriddfreight trains also cause the greatest impact to

marine navigation and lige closures due to theitow speed andbngerlength. FDOT

is currently evaluating the stateodnandfrei gh
CSX rail corridorand rail connections from the southern porf® helpreduce project

impacts thefollowing mitigating measuearesuggested:

1 Realloca¢ Freight to the CSX Rail Corridor The impacts of freight rail traffic
through the urban coastal corridor creates significant impacts today. The corridor
cannot reasonably accommodate projectedyflet t r af fi ¢ al ong wi t h
32 additional daily trains. A loagerm, holistic solution is needed to enable the FEC
corridor to be utilized for higherolume passenger rail service while reducing the
number and intensity of londistance freightrains. A multiparty agreement should
be developed among FECI, CSX, and FDOT to address the rationalization of freight
in southeast Florida.

(6) Land Use Impacts

The FEC rail corridor is the historic corr
Beginning in the early 1900s, as train stations were established, these communities
devel oped around them as the center of w h
Working with FEC, local governments have invested substantial capital investment in
parking and landscaping improvements in these downtowns, located in easements granted

by FEC. The doublracking proposed by the AAF project would significantly impact

the economic and visual conditions of these communities and their ability to functon. T

help reduce project impacts, the following mitigating measures are suggested:

1 Reduce Impacts in Historic DowntownsAlthough located on private lands leased
from FEC, public parking and landscaping in historic downtowns is critical to their
continued vability. FECI and local governments should work together to minimize
impacts in historic downtowns to enable them to accommodate the proposed AAF
improvements while balancing the leteym public/private agreements with FEC that
have enabled them to beune productive centers of commerce and residential
activity. As the AAF project is designed, all efforts shouldrizleto identify means
in which thelocation of double tracking argidings andtreatment of thedges of the




rail corridor can besoftened appropriately to better complement downtown
redevelopment efforts.

(7) Tri -Rail Coastal Link Access Negotiations

Since 2004, local governments in MiaBade, Broward, and Palm Beach counties have
been working with FDOT and other agencies towards the exteotibri-Rail commuter
service on the FEC rail corridoAccess egotiations between FDOT, FECI, and the
South Florida Regional Transportation Authoi(8FRTA)began last yeaAAF stations

in West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, and Mi&ave been designdd accommodate
future TriRail service as wellThis multtmodal connectivity can extend thenefits of
the AAF service to other local governments whadditional Tri-Rail stations would be
located. To help reduce project impacts and costs to looaeghments, the following
mitigating measure is suggested:

1 Finalize Reasonable Access Fees and Terms foR@ii Coastal Link ServiceFECI,
FDOT, and SFRTA should work together to determine reasonable access fees and
terms to enable commuter servicebi established on the corridor from Jupiter to
Miami in conjunction with the development of the AAF project.

Conclusion

The proposed AAF service represents a unigpportunityto expand the utilization of a private

freight corridor for economic benefit and mobility. The FEC rail corridor provides a connection

to dozens of hi storic downtowns, both | arge
However, the serviceascur ent |l y proposed does not consider
locating only three stations in southeast Florida, where economic benefit is focused. The balance
of the Regions bypassedwhich imposegproject costs without meaningful benefibepr oj ect 6 s
navigational impacts at the Loxahatchee River and St. Lucie Riwerconsiderable, and
measures to reduce these impattsluding the potential for freight reallocatiamd regulatory
adjustmentremainoutstanding.Other potential project Ibefits, such as broadband access, quiet
zonesgrade crossing improvementsd commuter rail access, also warrant further evaluation.
These significant issues should be raised for consideration in thevélSn advance of its
publication to ensure theithorough evaluation by the FRand collaborating agencies-urther,

given the magnitude of potential impacts from the proposed project, efforts should be taken to
arrange a FRA workshop in the Region for local governments and others to fully undérstand
process and methods by which public comments will be received and evaluated.

These issues have also been communicated in correspondence to Governor Scott, the Treasure
Coast Legislative Delegation, and the Treasure Coast Congressional Delegdtion.
correspondence is attached



Recommendation

Council shouldlirect staff to

1) transmit thesecommentsto the Federal Railroad Administratiom advance of the
publication of the drafEnvironmentallmpactStatementwith consideration of the following
issues as well as those detailed in report:

1 Development of broad impact analysis, including both positive and negative potential
impacts from the project, including impacts upon property values, with an overview of
immediate and local impacts as well as lorgegm, broader imgcts;

Potential impacts on wildlife in areas such as state parks and preserves among others;

Location of railroad sidingiso as to not create conflicts with vehicular circulation;

Evaluation of the projectds potenti al cCos

long-term, for both capital and operations aspects of the project;

1 Provide a model scenario plan for the rail network in Southeast Florida (including both
FEC and SFRC/Csrail corridors) comparing all existing passenger and freight services
with all proposed future passenger and freight services (e.g., AAF, AmtraRailri
Coastal Link, "through" and "local" freight) to determine impacttheroadway
network and bridge and

1 Time extension for an additional 45 days for public comment following publicatiore of th
draft EIS (totaling 90 days fqublic comment); and

= =4 =

2) request the Federal Railroad Administration conduct workshophe Regionfor local
governments prior tthe issuance of thenvironmentallmpactStatement.

Attachments



MEMORANDUM

To: The Honorable Rick Scott, Governor
Treasure Coast Legislative Delegation

From: Michael J. Busha, AICP
Executive Director X
Date:  March 10, 2014

Subject: All Aboard Florida

The All Aboard Florida (AAF) project, proposed by Florida East Coast Industries (FECI), has
been the subject of extensive Council and local government discussion since its announcement in
May 2012. The reintroduction of passenger rail service on the Florida East Coast rail corridor
has been a long-standing regional priority and has the potential for improved mobility and varied
economic and environmental benefits. However, the service as currently proposed concentrates
public benefits in communities where stations are planned (West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale,
Miami, and Orlando), but imposes costs and impacts to all local governments along the corridor.
There are virtually no public benefits provided to communities north of Palm Beach County. In
addition, cargo-related train traffic is expected to increase with proposed rail corridor and seaport
capacity improvements, creating further local and regional impacts. A better balance of shared
benefits and reduced costs is necessary to protect all local governments and citizens throughout
the Treasure Coast Region.

There are several opportunities available to help mitigate project impacts and more fairly
distribute public benefits throughout the Region. These include:

e State Funding for Quiet Zone Improvements

- Direct the Florida Rail Enterprise to make quiet zone improvements in the corridor a
top priority and allocate sufficient funding from the Transportation Regional
Incentive Program (TRIP), from the Strategic Intermodal System (SIS), and other
sources for local governments to establish quiet zones, with safe pedestrian pathways,
at all grade crossings along the AAF route.

- FDOT should be compelled to require FECI install the highest degree of safety
infrastructure at all grade crossings to enable the establishment of quiet zones at the
lowest possible cost to state and local government.
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Memorandum to Governor Rick Scott and Treasure Coast Legislative Delegation
March 10, 2014
Page Two

- Adopt appropriate amendments to Florida Statutes to alleviate any additional
insurance obligations for local governments due to the establishment of quiet zones.

e Stations and Stops in Martin, St. Lucie and Indian River Counties

Direct FDOT to immediately advance the Amtrak/FEC Corridor Project, which is
already funded in the FDOT Five-Year Work Program. This would provide stations in
Stuart, Fort Pierce, and Vero Beach, which should be designed to also accommodate
AAF trains. FECI should also be directed to add limited AAF service stops in these
communities in the first phase of service.

e Mitigating Railroad Bridge and Navigation Conflicts

Advance amendments, in conjunction with the Congressional Delegation, to the Code
of Federal Regulations (CFR § 117.299 and CFR §117.317) to limit, for example,
railroad bridge closures at the Loxahatchee and St. Lucie rivers to not more than fifteen
minutes per half-hour. FECI should be required to modernize both bridges with
upgraded bridge machinery and provide bridge-tenders during weekends and holidays
to increase safety and public access, and reduce navigation delays.

e Reallocation of Freight to the CSX Rail Corridor

Direct FDOT to execute a freight rationalization program in conjunction with the AAF
project to shift long-distance freight trains away from the FEC’s coastal route and onto
the CSX’s inland route to reduce impacts on local communities and railroad bridge
closures.

e Broadband Access to Public and Select Not-for-Profit Institutions at a Discounted
Rate

Negotiate a discounted rate with FECI’s telecommunications division (Parallel
Infrastructure) for broadband access by local governments and agencies, educational
systems including colleges and universities, hospitals, and not-for-profit biomedical
institutions.

e Establish a Reasonable, Consistent, and Predictable Rate Structure for Municipal
Grade Crossings

Compel FECI to establish standardized agreements with a consistent and reasonable
long-term rate structure to provide greater certainty about the annual and periodic costs
to local governments and public authorities for maintaining FEC rail corridor grade
crossings.




Memorandum to Governor Rick Scott and Treasure Coast Legislative Delegation
March 10, 2014
Page Three

e Funding for Rail Engineering Specialist Position

Provide funding for one dedicated and independent rail engineering specialist stationed
within the Region to assist local governments with the evaluation, design, construction,
and implementation of rail improvements related to AAF and other rail services.

These actions will help bring balance to what has become an increasingly imbalanced All
Aboard Florida proposal. Council will continue to communicate with FECI and state and local
government regarding the project. These issues should be given full consideration during
preparation of the forthcoming Environmental Impact Statement. Council stands ready to review
this document in cooperation with local governments in the Region.

Thank you for taking a leadership role to champion these actions on behalf of the 54 local
governments and 1.9 million citizens of the Treasure Coast Region.

cc: Peter O’Bryan, Chairman, Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council
Treasure Coast Local Governments
Treasure Coast MPO/TPOs
Treasure Coast Regional League of Cities
Palm Beach League of Cities
Treasure Coast Council of Local Governments







