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All RPCs Authorized to Prepare SRPPs 
by Florida Statute Chapter 186.507

1993

1993

SRPP LAW



Unanimously Approved by Council for 
Use on December 15, 1995

SR
PP

SRPP ROCKS!



Adopted by Rule 29K-5.002 Florida 
Administrative Code

February 21, 1996

SRPP RULES!!



Developed Using Five Years of Public Input 
Gathered During the Course of 27 Public 

Planning Charrettes (1989-1994)



All Around 
the Treasure 
Coast Region

Today they 
call it 

“Regional 
Visioning”



STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN 
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Affordable 
Housing

Economic 
Development

Education

Emergency 
Preparedness

Natural Resources of
Regional Significance

Regional 
Transportation

Contains 7 Elements, 51 Goals, 99 
Strategies, 355 Policies, and 81 Illustrations 

FUTURE OF THE 
REGION 

(VISION STATEMENT)



The SRPP is Council’s Business 
Plan for the Region  

The SRPP is Council’s Business 
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Ensures a High Level of Discipline and Ensures a High Level of Discipline and 
Predictability from Staff and the Council Predictability from Staff and the Council 



It was Evaluated It was Evaluated 
and Appraised and Appraised 

(EAR(EAR’’d) by Council d) by Council 
in 2000.in 2000.

23 of the Region23 of the Region’’s Local s Local 
Governments Governments 
7 Local Governments 7 Local Governments 
Outside the Region Outside the Region 

““100 Year Plan100 Year Plan””
LET IT WORKLET IT WORK



Somebody Needs To Decide Because The Instructions 
Are Not In Local Comprehensive Plans, The State Plan 

Or Florida’s Growth Management Law

How Will The Next  Million People Coming To Live In The Region Be 
Organized In The Landscape?

The Messy Question



It’s Principle Focus is on Influencing the Form 
and Location of Growth

“Good urban 
form and 

livability is an 
economic 

imperative”
Robert Solow  

Nobel prize-winning 
economist 

• Public spaces, parks and plazas
• A variety of quality  housing opportunities
• Transportation and mobility
• Civic and cultural institutions
• Convenient shopping and entertainment
• Public safety and low crimes rates
• Attractiveness for investment/economic 

development 
• Public health and a healthy Countryside 

Because the Region is 
Expected to Continue Growing 
Over the Life of the Plan…



Parking Placement
Parking Quantity
Building Placement
Building Height
Mixing of Uses
Street Dimensions 
Building Fronts and Backs
Parks, Plazas and Open Spaces

Eight Physical Elements Found in All 
“High Quality of Life” Communities



Premise for the SRPPPremise for the SRPP

DENSITY 
IS GOOD

Sure Glad They 
Followed the SRPP



Peter Spyke, an Indian River County representative on 
the Council, told the panel Friday that changes have to 
be made to prepare for the 7 million people expected to 
move to Florida in the next 20.

1995





Colliers, 1955We now know this is NOT TRUE

A Happy Motoring Society?



The Not So Happy Motoring Society

ROAD RAGEROAD RAGE



Before After

Eddie Van Halen AFTER He Got His Driver’s License 



The Ten Great Myths of Modern Planning
1.  The urban service boundary line is where growth will stop

2.  Low Rise & Low Density = Green

3.  Concurrency automatically = Good Planning

4.   The “Free” market will take care of everything and is actually “free”

5.   Big roads must be better and will solve our problems once and for all

6.   What they are building must be illegal

7.  Wide separation of different land uses and buildings will reduce impacts of growth

8.  Five and ten-acre lots will protect the country side and accommodate future growth

9.  Affordable housing is bad for the economy and must be segregated 

10. Mass transit will not work



Most of What Is Known About Building Most of What Is Known About Building 
Sustainable Towns, Cities and Regions was on the Sustainable Towns, Cities and Regions was on the 

Ground over 2500 Years AgoGround over 2500 Years Ago

The walled enclosure, the street, the boulevard, the house block and 
alley, the market, the square, the worship district, the administrative 

district, the entertainment district and the workshop district. 



Regional Planning Without Urban 
Design is Bad Medicine 

Dot plan and trend plan

Lost in Translation….



Regional Planning Without Good Urban Design is 
Dangerously Unpredictable



Excerpt from SRPP 
for the Treasure 

Coast Region 1995



It Is NOT about Growth vs. No GrowthIt Is NOT about Growth vs. No Growth

It is about HOW we growIt is about HOW we grow



The SRPP’s Vision for How We Grow 
Follows Four Guiding Principles:
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• Prevent Sprawl Forms and Patterns of Development 

• Preserve and Enhance the Environment and Countryside Preserve and Enhance the Environment and Countryside 

•• Revitalize Existing Urban AreasRevitalize Existing Urban Areas

•• Create New TownsCreate New Towns

•• Prevent Sprawl Forms and Patterns of Development Prevent Sprawl Forms and Patterns of Development 



The Plan recognizes the “vision” can never 
be implemented or built overnight. It will 
take patient piecemeal growth, so every 
planning decision sanctioned by local 
government is always helping to create or 
generate preferred patterns and forms of 
development on a small and large scale. 
The end result… a more sustainable future 
for the Treasure Coast Region.

Excerpt from SRPP for the Treasure Coast Region 1995



It’s Not A Process Problem… It’s A Planning Problem

So  What More Can The 
Regional Planning Council 

Do?



Peter Spyke, an Indian River County representative on 
the council, told the panel Friday that changes have to 
be made to be made to prepare for the 7 million people 
expected to move to Florida in the next 20.

Stay The Course and 
Continue With Education





Questions/Comments


