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Physical Elements Of Healthy
Towns, Villages and Neighborhoods

Neighborhood Size

Center and Edge

Network of Walkable Streets

Public Open Space

Special Sites for Civic Purposes

Good Mixture of Buildings and Uses
Proper Building Placement and Heights
Appropriate Building Types

Proper Parking Placement



5) Special Sites For Civic Buildings

Traditional Form Recent Approach
= Often located on or facing squares, or - Randomly sited
terminating vistas e Architectural experimentation
e Landmark that defines character = Lack of spatial definition
- Easy access by car or foot e Lack of sense of place

= Increases surrounding property values < [Located by zoning (not by importance)
= Located by design



The Parthenon
The Acropolis

Athens, Greece
431 B.C.



Public Squares in the North of Europe
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Austrian Architect (1843-1903)
Analyzed the Design Principles of Medieval City Planning According to
and Renaissance Towns and Cities Awrtistic Principles




Thomas Jefferson

Architect, Third President of
the United States

(1743

1826)
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The Academic Village
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CIVITAS

Integration of the Public & Private Realms
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The Capitol and The Mall (looking east), 1850




The Capitol and The Mall (looking east), 1871
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It is remarkable
that someone, in the 18th century, could
envision a city which today so well accom-
modates the capital of a modern super-
power. At the time, where these grand
avenues and magnifment buildings now lie,
there was nothing but swamp and hilly
woodland. To have conceived such a plan
required a vision as great as that of the
framers of the Constitution. Such vision
today is rare because it is not properly
understood that time is a necessary ingredi-
ent of urbanism. AMD




Placement of Civic Buildings

1. Within a Public Space
2. Around a Public Space

3. At the termination of an Axis
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All Three
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The Town of Palm Beach
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tory of a City

The Growth and His
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Dispersing Civic Buildings in a City
Breaks monotony
Increase Orientation
Landmarks
Adds value and Civic Pride in neighborhoods
Gives neighborhoods localized identity
Disperses Parking and Impacts




In Well-Designed
Civic Places even
Parking Lots are
Thoughtfully
Considered.



Making them Timeless and Prominent,

NOT BY EXPERIMENTING WITH THEM.




School



Architecture of Civic Buildings
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e Civic buildings should look Ilke Civic Buildings

——as
™

-

\"ATAY

POWER STATION

IHMIHDRMH Mﬂ]DEIRNMM

1

COUNTRY HOWIE

2

PUMPING -STATTON /

PALACE of cuLTvRE

= Lm ".'ﬁ lusin CONSUMPTION
AUTHENTIC ‘ EJ l\ “ H )/(ﬁ KI1TSCH
(NAMEABLE ) L (:-:mﬁ ] (SO-CALLED)
THING S . i) T H i




Remember the Test of Time
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Palm Beach County Courthouse 1969 “Wrap-around”

HierarChy Of Place and I C.urrent Vie;\“/lv ;%.Iéourthlcr)-u.s:e.: -afte.thestora.tion
Timeless Design
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