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Treasure Coast Region 

• One of eleven RPC’s

• Four counties

• 50 Municipalities

• 1.8 million people

• 3700 square miles

Fun Facts



• Initiated in 2004
• Includes 4 Treasure Coast counties 

plus Okeechobee
• Who attends?

– School Board Members
– Superintendents
– Management-level Staff
– Others

Regional Schools Discussion Group

http://www.strongnet.org/17212052914750917/lib/17212052914750917/Holiday_clip_art_762.jpg


• Common Issues of Concern:
– Legislative Agenda
– Interlocal  Agreements
– Florida’s Growth Management Process
– Managing Development Impacts
– Rising School Construction Costs
– Emergency Management (hurricanes)
– Population Projections (regional)
– Workforce Housing

Regional Schools Discussion Group



General Population 
Projections





http://www.2060ftp.org/images/uploads/learn_more/meeting_1_materials/2060FTP%20JANSC%20Trends%20(1.26.10)%20FINAL%20(revised).pdf



5-County Regional Population Trend



Student Population 
Projections







CAPITAL OUTLAY FTE FORECAST (PreK - Gr 12)
(All Five Counties)



CAPITAL OUTLAY FTE FORECAST (PreK - Gr 12)
(Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River & Okeechobee)

St Lucie – 35,790

Martin – 17,080

Indian River – 15,708

Okeechobee - 6,576



Palm Beach – 162,527
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CAPITAL OUTLAY FTE FORECAST (PreK - Gr 12)
(Palm Beach)

OFFICIAL COFTE ENROLLMENT (*projected 2010-11 through 2020-21)





Regional         
Development             

Trends



Pending DRIs in 
Treasure Coast 
Region (2006)

20 DRIs

46,000 acres

111,000+ Residential Units

2,400+ Hotel Rooms

20 Million SF Retail/Office

25 Million SF Industrial



99,308 Units (!)



DRIs in 
Treasure Coast 
Region (2009)



DRIs in       
Indian River &   

St Lucie Counties



DRIs in       
Martin &       

Palm Beach 
Counties





SOURCE:                           
National Association of Realtors



SOURCE:  UF BEBR presentation, 2009



SOURCE:  UF BEBR presentation, 2009



SOURCE:  UF BEBR presentation, 2009



SOURCE:  UF BEBR presentation, 2009



SOURCE:  UF BEBR presentation, 2009





A Brief Comment on 
Concurrency & 

Comprehensive Planning



1972:  Areas of Critical State Concern
• Development of Regional Impact (DRI) Process

1975:  Local Government Comprehensive Planning Act

1983:  Land Acquisition Programs – Save our Coast

1985:   Florida Growth Management Act 
Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes ~  
The Local Government Comprehensive Planning 
and Land Development Regulation Act

STATUTORY HIGHLIGHTS



GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT

• Chapter 163:  Local governments (cities & counties) 
are required to develop plans to guide the future 
growth and development of their jurisdictions. 

• Called “Comprehensive Plans”

• Require review/approval by State DCA for initial 
adoption, amendments, & periodic updates 
(Evaluation & Appraisal Reports or EARs)



REQUIRED COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN ELEMENTS

1. Future Land Use
2. Housing
3. Transportation
4. Infrastructure
5. Coastal Management
6. Conservation
7. Recreation & Open Space
8. Intergovernmental Coordination
9. Capital Improvements

And with passage of SB 360 (in 2005) …

10. Public Schools Facilities



WHAT IS “CONCURRENCY”?
A provision in the Growth Management Act  
that requires local governments to ensure 
certain facilities and services will be available 
concurrent with the impacts of development.  



HOW CONCURRENCY WORKS

• Concurrency Facilities Are Identified in the 
Comprehensive Plan:

• Roads (Transportation Network)
• Water / Sewer
• Parks / Recreational Facilities
• Stormwater / Drainage
• Schools*

• Plan includes a “Level of Service” ~ a level acceptable 
to the community ~ for each facility or service

• For example:  10 acres of park per 1,000 residents



CONCURRENCY REVIEW

• All proposed development applications 
are evaluated.

• Projects are denied if facilities are not 
available.

• Developments can provide facilities to 
meet concurrency.



WHAT IS A FUTURE            
LAND USE MAP (FLUM)?

• A required map in the Future Land Use 
Element assigning general land use categories 
to all properties within a local government’s 
jurisdiction. 

• The FLUM is similar to a zoning map and 
demonstrates whether there is sufficient land 
allocated to meet all  projected needs such as 
commercial, residential, or industrial.



COMP PLAN AMENDMENT 
PROCEDURES

There are typically three public hearings:

1) Local Planning Agency Hearing 
(recommendation sent to City/County Commission)

2) 1st Reading by City/County Commission 
(“Transmittal Hearing” to send to DCA for review)

3) 2nd Reading by City/County Commission 
(“Adoption Hearing” to adopt after review)



Land Development 
Action Submitted to 
Local Government

(e.g., Comp Plan amendment, 
Rezoning, PUD)

Review Process by Local Government

(School District reviews 
& provides comments/findings)

2 Local Government Public Hearings 
(Local Planning Agency & 
City/County Commission 

1st Reading (“Transmittal Hearing”)



For Comp Plan Amendments Only
Local Government Transmits

Copies of “Proposed Amendment”
to DCA & Review Agencies

DCA & Review Agencies
Conduct Review

DCA Compiles Findings & Issues
“ORC Report”

(Objections, Recommendations & Comments)

Local Government Addresses
ORC Report 

City/County Commission
2nd Reading Scheduled



For All Actions – 3rd Public Hearing
City/County Commission 

2nd Reading (Adoption Hearing)

For Comp Plan Amendments Only
Local Government Sends 

Adopted Amendment 
to DCA & Review Agencies)

DCA Issues “Notice of Intent”
(to find “in compliance”
or “not in compliance”



Other 
Regional   

Hot Topics



Transportation & Mobility
• Regional Commuter Patterns
• Roadway Network Constraints
• Transit Opportunities

– Multi-County Cooperation
– Amtrak/FEC Corridor
– High Speed Rail
– Commuter Rail (Tri-Rail)



Energy Policy & Planning
• Reducing Use of Fossil Fuels
• Increasing Use of Renewable         

Energy Sources
• Updating Regional Energy Plan

 Coordinated Planning

 Reduced Impacts



 

Energy Efficiency &    
…Conservation

 Increased Renewable Sources

 Sustainable Communities 



 

Energy Efficient Buildings & 
...Transportation Systems



 

New Regional Economy Based 
…on Renewable Resources



Economic Development
• Regional Economic Clusters (e.g., Biotech)
• CEDS Plan
• Housing Markets & Recovery
• Redevelopment & Sustainability
• Lending Consortium & Enterprise Fund
• Future of Agriculture?





Enhanced Regional Planning

$4.25 Million awarded Oct 2010 to 
develop a regional infrastructure 

investment program



Growth Patterns & Sustainability
• Eastward Ho!
• Urban Redevelopment
• Corridor & Neighborhood Planning
• New Towns &                                    

Villages
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