TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
MEMORANDUM
To:

Council Members

From:

Staff

Date:

March 17, 2017 Council Meeting

AGENDA ITEM 9

Subject: Opioid Epidemic Update – Presentation by Alan S. Johnson, Chief Assistant State
Attorney for the 15th Judicial Circuit
Introduction
Chief Assistant State Attorney for the 15th Judicial Circuit, Alan S. Johnson has been invited to
update Council on its latest activities in response to the sober home problem and the opioid
epidemic. Through 2016 there were an estimated 4,686 opioid-related, fire-rescue emergency
responses in the four-county Treasure Coast Region. Around 4,000 of these occurred in Palm
Beach County. In 2016, the opioid-related overdose events have resulted in more than 550 deaths
across the Treasure Coast Region. Since 2014, the number of opioid-related overdose response
events and deaths in the Treasure Coast Region have increased by 380 percent and 265 percent,
respectively.
The estimated cost in the region per response to overdose events ranges from $1,000 to $1,800.
For 2016, the annual expense for these response calls in the region is now estimated to be
between $5-6 million. There are other public costs as well, including the psychological toll on
the region’s community of first responders. In Palm Beach County, police and fire departments
are routinely engaging mental health professionals to assist first responders in coping with the
fatigue and stress associated with responding to so many overdose-related calls and deaths.
National facts and figures related to the opioid crisis are attached.
In addition, Florida’s recovery industry is now estimated at over $1 billion, with hundreds of
rehab facilities and sober homes within the Treasure Coast Region. Illegal kickbacks, insurance
fraud and patient brokering are among the abuses within the industry. All of this fuels the
growth of sober homes, some of them being operated by unscrupulous individuals who
encourage drug use and other illegal activity. As a result, otherwise peaceful residential
neighborhoods are degraded, public safety is endangered and the recovering addicts themselves
are victimized, left homeless and risk death by overdose.
Recommendation
For information only.
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