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To:  Council Members           AGENDA ITEM 11 

 

From:  Staff 

 

Date:  September 16, 2016 Council Meeting 

 

Subject: Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project Update 

 

Introduction 
 

At the July 15, 2016 meeting, staff presented a notice from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

(Corps) regarding the Lake Okeechobee Watershed (LOW) Project. Council discussed the 

importance of the project and had questions related to the project boundaries (Exhibit 1). Since 

that time, Council staff has attended a public scoping meeting about this project on July 26 and a 

public workshop on August 31. The purpose of this item is to provide an update on the project 

based on what was learned at these events. 
 

The attached handout from the Corps and South Florida Water Management District provides a 

concise summary of the project (Exhibit 2). The objectives of the LOW project are to improve 

the quality, quantity, timing, and distribution of water entering Lake Okeechobee; provide better 

management of lake water levels; reduce damaging releases to the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie 

river estuaries; and improve system wide operational flexibility. The project team is exploring 

opportunities to achieve these objectives through a combination of alternatives, including 

reservoirs constructed on existing publicly owned lands, aquifer recharge storage and recovery 

wells, and wetland and floodplain restoration. The Corps and District are planning to prepare a 

full environmental impact statement (EIS) in accordance with the requirements of the National 

Environmental Policy Act. This planning process is expected to be completed within three years. 
 

Regarding the project area boundaries, representatives from the Corps and District have 

indicated they are not including the Lake Istokpoga sub-watershed at this time, because the 

Corps is planning a comprehensive review of the operation plans for the Lake Istokpoga basin. 

Also, the Upper Kissimmee, and northern portion of the Lower Kissimmee sub-watersheds are 

not included in the project area, because the Kissimmee River Restoration Project is still 

underway. Council staff will continue to monitor the LOW project and inform Council of its 

progress. 
 

Recommendation 
 

For information only. 
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