
 

 

 

 

TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

To: Council Members                                                      AGENDA ITEM 9 

 

From: Staff 

 

Date: October 21, 2016 Council Meeting 

 

Subject: South Dixie Highway Corridor Improvement Plan   

 

Introduction 

 

Council has been providing charrette and other citizen-based planning services to its local 

governments since 1989. Council has pioneered the charrette process beginning with the 

Downtown Stuart Charrette. Since then, Council has led 94 charrettes and collaborated on 23 

others (Attachment A).  Council has formed partnerships with three other regional planning 

councils, working outside the region on several occasions.  Currently, Council staff is working 

closely with the City of West Palm Beach (City), the Palm Beach Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO), the Florida Department of Transportation District IV (FDOT), Palm Tran, 

a large group of neighborhood associations, businesses and property owners, and cultural 

institutions to develop a plan to improve conditions on South Dixie Highway south of 

downtown.  Efforts such as this represent an important part of Council’s work program to 

provide vital services and assistance to local governments in the region.   

 

Background 

 

In December 2014, Council entered into a multi-party agreement with the City, the MPO, and a 

consortium of neighborhood associations, businesses, and individuals to engage the public in a 

process to develop a detailed plan for implementing changes to South Dixie Highway.  Over 40 

local contributors including small businesses, the Norton Museum of Art, Palm Beach Atlantic 

University, three neighborhood associations, and individuals contributed their own funds toward 

this effort. 

 

The 1.5-mile study area from Okeechobee Boulevard south to Albemarle Road, has been part of 

earlier planning studies to look at ways to improve the overall environment of the corridor for 

residents and businesses, and to make the roadway safer for motorists (Attachment B).  The 

roadway is an FDOT facility and any improvements and/or reconfigurations will require the 

approval of that agency. The primary objective of this effort is to take years of prior 

recommendations, provide a forum for additional public input, and develop a very specific plan 

for implementing improvements to enhance safety and access for all users; encourage new 



2 

 

business locations and economic development activity; increase the tax base; and beautify and 

mark the corridor as a dignified entrance to downtown. 

 

New traffic data were collected that showed this section of roadway is a candidate for a Lane 

Elimination, which is an FDOT process by which analyses and designs are developed that might 

result in the removal of a travel lane and the creation of a center turn lane, resulting in a safer 

roadway with wider sidewalks, more shade trees, and additional on-street parking.  Council has 

submitted the initial Lane Elimination application, has received FDOT comments, and is 

finalizing revisions to the plans and analyses.  One particular concern of FDOT was 

incorporating any concerns from Palm Tran, the primary transit provider in Palm Beach County, 

in the proposal, as South Dixie Highway is the most heavily used transit corridor in the county. 

 

Council has received numerous letters of support for the project from adjacent neighborhood 

associations, the Norton Museum of Art, and Palm Tran, Additionally, the project was 

unanimously supported through a City of West Palm Beach City Commission resolution 

approved on March 14, 2016 (Attachment C).  Council staff continues to work with FDOT to 

revise and refine design and traffic analyses, and a final submittal to FDOT by the City is 

anticipated in the fall of 2016. 

 

Recommendation 

 

For information only. 

 

 

Attachments 
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COUNCIL LED: 

 
 Allapatah Ranch (MC) 

 Atlantis – Greenacres (PBC) 

 Bartow (PC) 

 Becker Road - Port St. Lucie (SLC) 

 Belle Glade (PBC) 

 Belle Glade/Glades Region Master Plan (PBC) 

 Booker Park, Indiantown (MC) 

 Boynton Beach Civic Center (PBC) 

 Boynton Beach Downtown (PBC 

 Canal Point (PBC) 

 Children’s Env. Learning Center (SLC) 

 Coconut Creek – Coral Springs – Parkland 

(BC) 

 Cutler Ridge Mall (DCA) 

 Davie-Hollywood-Seminole Nation (BC) 

 Delray Beach Downtown (PBC) 

 Delray Beach North Federal Highway (PBC) 

 East Stuart (MC) 

 El Portal (DCA) 

 Encida (DCA) 

 Fellsmere (IRC) 

 Flagler Beach (FC) 

 Fort Lauderdale Gateway (BC) 

 Fort Pierce Downtown (SLC) 

 Fort Pierce Eastward Ho! Partnership 

Waterfront Block (SLC) 

 Fort Pierce/HD King (SLC) 

 Hobe Sound (MC) 

 Hollywood II (BC) 

 Hutchinson Island Greenway (SLCMC) 

 Indiantown - Booker Park (MC) 

 Jensen Beach Community Center (MC) 

 Jensen Beach Downtown (MC) 

 Jensen Beach Green Turtle Café (MC) 

 Jupiter Farms (PBC) 

 Jupiter TOD (PBC) 

 Kenwood Estates (PBC) 

 Lakeland – South Florida Avenue (PC) 

 Lake Park I (PBC) 

 Lake Park II (PBC) 

 Lake Worth (PBC) 

 Lake Worth Beach (PBC) 

 Lake Worth Park of Commerce (PBC) 

 Lake Worth TOD (PBC) 

 Lauderdale Lakes (BC) 

 Lauderhill (BC) 

 Margate (BC) 

 

 

 

 Miami Shores – El Portal(DC) 

 Miramar/West Park (BC) 

 Naranja (DC) 

 North Federal Highway – Boca Raton (PBC) 

 North Lauderdale – Tamarac (BC) 

 North Miami (DC) 

 North Miami Beach (DC) 

 North Palm Beach Village Master Plan (PBC) 

 North St. Lucie County (SLC) 

 North US 1/Seven Cities Charrette (PBC) 

 Northwood Business Development Corporation (PBC) 

 Oakland Park (BC) 

 Old Cutler Road (DC) 

 Overtown (DC) 

 Pahokee (PBC) 

 Pahokee /Glades Region Master Plan (PBC) 

 Palm Beach – Royal Poinciana (PBC) 

 Palm Beach Gardens TOD (PBC) 

 Perrine (DC) 

 Plantation (BC) 

 Pleasant City (PBC) 

 Pointe West (IRC) 

 Princeton (DC) 

 Rio (MC) 

 Riviera Beach CRA (PBC) 

 Royal Palm Beach (PBC) 

 SeaWind (MC) 

 Sebastian CR 512 (IRC) 

 Sebastian US 1 Corridor (IRC) 

 Sewall’s Point (MC) 

 South Martin County (MC) 

 Southern Plaza Eastward Ho! Partnership (PBC) 

 SR 7 Transit Supportive Land Uses (PBC) 

 Stuart – Cove Road 

 Stuart Eastward Ho! Partnership (MC) 

 Taylor Creek (SLC) 

 Ten Mile Creek (SLC) 

 Treasure Coast Regional Greenways (PBC, SLC, MC) 

 Urban Redevelopment Area – Military Trail Corridor (PBC) 

 V-2 Ranch (SLC) 

 Vero Beach Arts Village (IRC) 

 Village Green (SLC) 

 Village of North Palm Beach (PBC) 

 Village of Royal Palm Beach – SR 80 (PBC) 

 West Palm Beach CSX-FEC Connector (PBC) 

 West Palm Beach South Dixie Highway (PBC) 

 West Palm Beach Transit Village (PBC) 

 Weston Town Center (BC) 

 White City (SLC) 

 
 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
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COUNCIL ASSISTED: 
 

 Abacoa (PBC) 

 Agricultural Reserve (PBC) 

 Fort Pierce - Avenue D (SLC) 

 Boca Raton Downtown (PBC) 

 C-9 Basin (BC) 

 Fort Pierce  - Delaware and Orange Avenue (SLC) 

 Delray Beach Pineapple Grove (PBC) 

 Fort Pierce Marina (SLC) 

 Greater Lake Okeechobee (PBC) 

 Juno Beach (PBC) 

 Lantana (PBC) 

 Pearl City (PBC) 

 Port of Fort Pierce (SLC) 

 Riviera Beach (PBC) 

 San Castle Neighborhood (PBC) 

 South Beach (SLC) 

 Stuart Downtown (MC) 

 Tequesta Downtown (PBC) 

 Tequesta Golden Triangle (PBC) 

 Town of Wellington (PBC) 

 WCI (PBC) 

 West Palm Beach Downtown (PBC) 

 Winter Park Mall (OC) 

 

KEY: 
 

BC – Broward County 

DC –  Dade County 

FL –  Flagler County 

IRC –  Indian River County 

MC –  Martin County 

OC –  Orange County 

PBC – Palm Beach County 

PC –  Polk County 

SLC –  St. Lucie County 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Study Area 
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List of supporting documents for the South Dixie Corridor Improvement Plan 

 

 Downtown Neighborhood Association  
Letter of Support dated February 8, 2016 

 The Carefree Project  
Letter of Support dated March, 8, 2016 

 City of West Palm Beach  
Resolution of Support dated March, 14, 2016 

 Flamingo Park Neighborhood Association  
Letter of Support dated March 24, 2016 

 Norton Museum of Art  
Letter of Support dated March 24, 2016 

 Grandview Heights Neighborhood Association  
Letter of Support dated March 25, 2016 

 Mango Promenade Neighborhood Association  
Letter of Support dated March 28, 2016 

 El Cid Historic Neighborhood Association  
Letter of Support – dated March 28, 2016 

 Sunshine Park Neighborhood Association  
Letter of Support – dated March 30, 2016 

 Palm Tran  
Letter of Support – dated September 30, 2016 

  

ATTACHMENT C 
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