
 

  

 
 

TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
To: Council Members                                                                   AGENDA ITEM 9 
 

From: Staff 
 
Date: March 18, 2016 Council Meeting 
 
Subject: Resolution in Support of Proposed U.S. Senate Bill 2481 – Everglades for the Next 

Generation Act 
 

Introduction 

 

Senator Bill Nelson is sponsoring a Congressional bill to amend the Water Resources 

Development Act to provide for expedited project implementation relating to the Comprehensive 

Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). The proposed bill will provide the Secretary of the Army 

Corps of Engineers with the flexibility and authority to more quickly advance individual CERP 

projects by eliminating additional Congressional authorization (Attachment 1). Currently there 

are 68 individual project components identified in the CERP. Only three of these projects are 

under construction and one is fully completed (Attachment 2). 
 

Background and Analysis 

 

The Everglades, Lake Okeechobee, Indian River and Lake Worth lagoons, and the St. Lucie 

River Estuary are imperiled ecosystems and critical to the economy and quality of life in the 

Treasure Coast Region and all of Southeast Florida. In December 2000, CERP was signed into 

law to restore health to these ecosystems, while maintaining urban and agricultural water supply 

and flood control. Council’s top 2016 legislative priorities are Restore the Everglades and 

Eliminate Harmful Freshwater Discharges into the St. Lucie River Estuary and Indian 

River and Lake Worth Lagoons (Attachment 3). Senate Bill 2481, the Everglades for the Next 

Generation Act strongly supports Council’s 2016 legislative priorities and should accelerate the 

construction and completion of CERP projects. Resolution 16-04 is provided for Council 

adoption in support of U.S. Senate Bill 2481 (Attachment 4). 

 

Recommendation 

 

Council should adopt Resolution 16-04 and authorize its transmittal to the U.S. Secretary of the 

Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Congress, and President of the United States. 

 

Attachments 
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 ATTACHMENT 2 



ATTACHMENT 3 

 
  



ATTACHMENT 4 

 

DRAFT 
Subject to Modifications 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #16-04 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

REPRESENTING THE 54 LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OF INDIAN RIVER, MARTIN, 

PALM BEACH, AND ST. LUCIE COUNTIES, FLORIDA SUPPORTING U.S. SENATE 

BILL 2481 (EVERGLADES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION ACT) FOR 

EVERGLADES RESTORATION AND REDUCING HARMFUL FRESHWATER 

DISCHARGES TO THE ST. LUCIE AND CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER ESTUARIES 

AND THE INDIAN RIVER AND LAKE WORTH LAGOONS 

 

WHEREAS, the Everglades, Lake Okeechobee, St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee River estuaries, 

and Indian River and Lake Worth lagoons are imperiled ecosystems and waters of the state; and 

 

WHEREAS, the health of these ecosystems is critical to the economy and quality of life of the 

Treasure Coast Region and all of southern Florida; and 

 

WHEREAS, U.S. Senate Bill 2481 should result in actions to more quickly advance CERP 

projects to restore the long-term health and ecological and economic productivity of these 

ecosystems of statewide and national importance; and  

  

WHEREAS, U.S. Senate Bill 2481 is in support of and consistent with the Treasure Coast 

Regional Planning Council’s 2016 legislative priorities. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT TREASURE COAST REGIONAL 

PLANNING COUNCIL FULLY SUPPORTS U.S. SENATE BILL 2481 TO RESTORE THE 

EVERGLADES ECOSYSTEM AND ELIMINATE HARMFUL FRESHWATER 

DISCHARGES TO THE ST. LUCIE AND CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER ESTUARIES 

AND THE INDIAN RIVER AND LAKE WORTH LAGOONS. 

 

DULY ADOPTED by the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council this 18th day of March 

2016. 

 

 

______________________________   ______________________________ 

Michael Davis       Michael J. Busha 

Chairman       Executive Director  


