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Introduction 

 

Certain chemicals can harm human health when present in water in high enough concentrations. 

People are exposed to these chemicals when they drink the water. They are also exposed when 

eating seafood from contaminated waters since these chemicals can accumulate in the bodies of 

fish and shellfish. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) develops human health 

criteria, which specify how much of a chemical may be present in a water body before there is a 

threat to human health. These criteria are recommendations for states and tribes that are 

developing water quality standards. 

 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) is currently in the process of 

updating its human health-based water quality standards to ensure Floridians can continue to 

safely eat Florida seafood and drink potable water from state surface waters. Florida’s current 

human health-based water quality criteria were last updated in 1992. To meet U.S. EPA 

obligations, the FDEP is working to update these criteria to incorporate new scientific 

information, including national guidance published by the EPA last summer. 

 

The presentation to Council is intended as an opportunity to provide information about FDEPs 

current program and update process and to address any questions or concerns. Exhibit 1 provides 

a Frequently Asked Questions document produced by FDEP for more information about the 

current human health criteria update process for surface water quality standards. 

 

Recommendation 

 

For information only. 

 

Attachment 
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