
   

 

 

 

TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

To: Council Members                                                          AGENDA ITEM 12 

 

From: Staff 

 

Date: May 15, 2015 Council Meeting 

 

Subject: Legislative and Educational Initiatives 

 

Introduction 

 

At its last meeting, the Gubernatorial Committee suggested that Council authorize the scheduling 

of the following initiatives for future Council meetings: 

 

 Post-legislative session briefing by members of the region’s legislative delegation; 

 

 A legislative update presentation by Ronald L. Book, Executive Director of the Florida 

Regional Councils Association (FRCA); and 

 

 A four part educational symposium series, to be hosted by Council, on water resource 

issues affecting the region as a whole. 

 

Background 

 

The purpose of undertaking these initiatives would be to:  1) better inform Council about the 

impact of new legislation on the region’s local governments; 2) get a better idea of what the 

important regional issues might be during the 2016 legislative session; 3) create an educational 

forum to foster meaningful debate and dialog among Council members and the public about 

water resource issues affecting the region as a whole; 4) help Council better-develop and focus 

its 2016 legislative priorities; and 5) build better relationships with the region’s legislative 

delegation. 

 

Analysis 

 

The post-legislative session briefings by members of the region’s legislative delegation and Ron 

Book from FRCA should be arranged for the months of May and June. The following order is 

recommended:  1) Ron Book/FRCA at the May 15, 2015 Council meeting; and legislative 

delegation member briefing at the June 19, 2015 Council meeting. 
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The briefing should be designed to not only discuss the impact of 2015 legislation on the 

region’s local governments, but also focus on 2016 legislative priorities. Keeping to the schedule 

outlined above assumes this year’s legislative special session will end a few days prior to the 

June 19
th

 Council meeting. 

 

The educational symposium series on water resources is a good initiative for Council to organize 

and undertake. The topics need to be relevant to the region as a whole, objectively presented, and 

provocative enough to generate healthy debate and discussion. The following topics were 

suggested: 

 

1. History of the Everglades and the Central and South Florida Flood Control Project 

2. Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan and Lake Okeechobee Discharges: Then and 

Now 

3. Future Water Supply: Are We Going to be Thirsty in 2030? 

4. Amendment One: Regional Priorities for 2016 

 

The educational symposium series could begin in July and conclude by December 2015. The 

presentations would be scheduled for a time certain as part of Council’s regular meeting agenda. 

The Committee suggested that Council schedule only one topic per meeting and no more than 

30-45 minutes for the presentation, leaving time for Council member questions. 

 

Recommendation 

 

Council should authorize staff to organize and schedule the upcoming Council meetings, the post 

legislative session briefings, and the educational symposium series on regional water resource 

issues. 

 


