
 

 

TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

To: Council Members                               AGENDA ITEM 11 

 

From: Staff 

 

Date: March 20, 2015 Council Meeting 

 

Subject:  Senate Bill 484 and House Bill 873 Update 

 

Introduction 

 

On February 3, 2015, Senator Wilton Simpson filed Senate Bill (SB) 484 relating to regional 

planning councils. On February 19, 2015 Representative Debbie Mayfield filed an identical 

companion bill, House Bill (HB) 873. The original bills eliminated nearly all statutory provisions 

defining and authorizing regional planning councils. On March 5, 2015, Senator Simpson filed 

an extensive amendment to the original bill, “striking all” language destructive to regional 

planning councils (see attached document titled: CS for SB 484). In addition, the amended bill 

deletes obsolete and unnecessary provisions relating to regional planning councils; reduces the 

number of regional planning councils statewide from 11 to 10; requires the Governor to seek 

approval from the legislature for any changes in regional planning council boundaries the 

Governor may propose; and provides $2.5 million in nonrecurring funding for regional planning 

councils from the state’s general revenue fund. 

 

Background 

 

Senator Simpson’s original intent for SB 484 was to address ongoing issues in his District with 

the Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council (RPC). The Withlacoochee RPC was established 

in 1973 by an interlocal agreement between Citrus, Hernando, Levy, Marion, and Sumter 

counties. Under the revised bill, the Withlacoochee RPC is dissolved with Levy and Marion 

counties going to the North Central Florida RPC; Citrus and Hernando counties going to the 

Tampa Bay RPC; and Sumter County going to the East Central Florida RPC. 

 

Analysis 

 

Senator Simpson’s March 5, 2015 revisions to SB 484 provide an acceptable resolution to 

serious concerns expressed about the original bill by the Florida Regional Councils Association, 

Florida Association of Counties, Small Counties Coalition, and others. The amended bill 

eliminates obsolete and unnecessary statutory requirements related to regional planning councils; 

provides state funding for regional planning councils; and positions regional planning councils to 

better focus their efforts on: 1) strategically addressing problems of greater than local 
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government concern; 2) provide technical assistance to local governments, economic 

development organizations, and other stakeholders; and 3) expand the capacity of local 

government and others to provide service to the public and improve quality of life in the region. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The revised SB 484, dated March 5, 2015, should be supported by the Treasure Coast Regional 

Planning Council. A letter for the Chairman’s signature from Council to the Executive Director 

of the Florida Regional Councils Association should be sent indicating its support for the current 

bill. In addition, a similar letter should be sent to Representative Mayfield requesting that her 

companion bill in the House be amended to track the changes found in revised SB 484. 

 

Recommendation 

 

Council should authorize the Chairman to transmit a letter to Florida Regional Councils 

Association in support of the March 5, 2015 version of Senate Bill 484 and a letter to 

Representative Mayfield requesting House Bill 873 be amended to track the changes in the 

revised Senate Bill 484. 

 

Attachments 

 



 

 
  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


