
 

 

TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

To: Council Members                              AGENDA ITEM 8K 

 

From: Staff 

 

Date: December 11, 2015 Council Meeting 

 

Subject:  Local Government Comprehensive Plan Review 

 Draft Amendment to the St. Lucie County Comprehensive Plan 

 Amendment No. 15-3ESR 

 

Introduction 

 

The Community Planning Act, Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, requires that the regional planning 

council review local government comprehensive plan amendments prior to their adoption. The 

regional planning council review and comments are limited to adverse effects on regional 

resources or facilities identified in the strategic regional policy plan (SRPP) and 

extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any 

affected local government within the region. Council must provide any comments to the local 

government within 30 days of the receipt of the proposed amendments and must also send a copy 

of any comments to the state land planning agency. 

  

The amendment package from St. Lucie County includes text changes to the Port Sub-element of 

the Transportation Element; the Potable Water Sub-element of the Infrastructure Element; and 

the Conservation Element of the comprehensive plan. This report includes a summary of the 

proposed amendment and Council comments. 

 

Summary of Proposed Amendment 

 

Port Sub-Element 

 

The amendment package includes proposed text change updating the Port of Fort Pierce Master 

Plan, which is adopted in the Port Sub-element of the Transportation Element. The updates are a 

result of the county working in partnership with the Florida Department of Transportation and 

the City of Fort Pierce. The updated policies in the Port Sub-element are based on community 

consensus gathered during a planning charrette on March 14, 2013. This input was then refined 

by the Harbor Advisory Committee. The proposed policy language is intended to be a reflection 

of the community’s vision for the Port of Ft. Pierce. 

 



 2 

The new vision statement in the Port Sub-element indicates the vision is to maximize economic 

benefit to the region while minimizing impact on the Indian River Lagoon and Atlantic Ocean. 

The vision has shifted from an emphasis on cargo stated in the 1989 Port Master Plan to a mixed 

use vision that evolved from a non-binding public referendum and charrette process in 1996. A 

second public charrette conducted in 2013 unified market demand and public desire to update 

and more clearly define the community’s vision. The vision for the Port of Ft. Pierce encourages 

economic redevelopment of the port under well-defined land use and planning guidelines and 

streamlined port governance, with sufficient flexibility to merge market demand with desired 

recreational uses as well as marine industrial, marine commercial, marine research, and maritime 

academic/vocational uses. The vision includes environmentally sound best management 

practices, as well as transitional buffers between various uses. 

 

Potable Water Sub-Element 

 

The amendment package adds Policy 4a.1.5.2 to the Potable Water Sub-element of the 

Infrastructure Element. This policy adopts by reference the Ten-year Water Supply Facilities 

Work Plan, which was approved by the county on July 15, 2014. This change is being made to 

accommodate a request from the South Florida Water Management District that the county 

include a policy that clearly adopts the water supply plan by reference. 

 

Also, the proposed amendment adds new Policy 6.1.5.7, which states that the county shall 

protect groundwater by prohibiting the use of any land within unincorporated county for "High-

Intensity Petroleum Operations." High-intensity petroleum operations are commonly referred to 

as fracking and include: well stimulation treatments and secondary and enhanced recovery 

operations such as hydraulic fracturing, water or steam injection, and acid well stimulation 

treatments. The policy is being added to reduce the potential for impacts to water quality and 

quantity by fracking in the county. Martin County has provided the attached letter supporting the 

proposed amendment to add Policy 6.1.5.7 to the St. Lucie County Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Conservation Element 

 

The amendment package modifies Policy 6.1.14.6 in the Conservation Element to clarify that all 

new development on lots containing a Category III wetland shall provide a minimum 25-foot 

buffer between the wetland jurisdictional line and the area of development. Category III wetlands 

are defined as isolated wetlands less than 5 acres. State and federal wetland regulations still 

apply for these wetlands. 

 

Regional Impacts 

 

No adverse effects on regional resources or facilities have been identified. 

 

Extrajurisdictional Impacts 

 

Council requested comments from local governments and organizations expressing an interest in 

reviewing the proposed amendment on October 14, 2015. No extrajurisdictional impacts have 
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been identified. Martin County provided the attached letter supporting the proposed amendment 

to add Policy 6.1.5.7 to the St. Lucie County Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Conclusion 

 

No adverse effects on regional resources or facilities and no extrajurisdictional impacts have 

been identified.   

 

Recommendation 

 

Council should approve this report and authorize its transmittal to St. Lucie County and the 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity.  

 

Attachments 
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2 Port of Fort Pierce Map 

3 Text Changes in Underline and Strikethrough Format 

4 Correspondence from Martin County 
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