
 

TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

To: Council Members                               AGENDA ITEM 13 

 

From: Staff 

 

Date: April 17, 2015 Council Meeting 

 

Subject:  Senate Bill 484 and House Bill 873 Update 

 

Introduction 

 

On February 3, 2015, Senator Wilton Simpson filed Senate Bill (SB) 484 relating to regional 

planning councils. On February 19, 2015 Representative Debbie Mayfield filed an identical 

companion bill, House Bill (HB) 873. The original bills eliminated nearly all statutory provisions 

defining and authorizing regional planning councils. On March 5, 2015, Senator Simpson filed 

an extensive amendment to the original bill, “striking all” language destructive to regional 

planning councils. In addition, the amended bill deleted obsolete and unnecessary provisions 

relating to regional planning councils; reduced the number of regional planning councils 

statewide from 11 to 10; required the Governor to seek approval from the legislature for any 

changes in regional planning council boundaries the Governor may propose; and provided $2.5 

million in nonrecurring funding for regional planning councils from the state’s general revenue 

fund. 

 

Background 

 

Senator Simpson’s original intent for SB 484 was to address ongoing issues in his District with 

the Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council (RPC). The Withlacoochee RPC was established 

in 1973 by an interlocal agreement between Citrus, Hernando, Levy, Marion, and Sumter 

counties. Under the revised bill, the Withlacoochee RPC is dissolved with Levy and Marion 

counties going to the North Central Florida RPC; Citrus and Hernando counties going to the 

Tampa Bay RPC; and Sumter County going to the East Central Florida RPC. The existing 

boundaries of the RPCs are shown on the map in Exhibit 1. 

 

Analysis 

 

On April 2, 2015, revised SB 484 unanimously passed out of the Senate Transportation, Tourism 

and Economic Development Appropriations Subcommittee with two amendments by Senator 

Dorothy Hukill. The first amendment restored the governor’s authority to set RPC boundaries. 

The second removed the $2.5 million in funding for RPCs. RPCs must now continue to work 

through the regular appropriations process for funding. The bill now moves to the Appropriations 

Committee (Exhibit 2). As of this writing, the bill has not been scheduled on their agenda. 
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The house companion bill, HB 873, was considered by the Economic Development and Tourism 

Subcommittee on March 25, 2015. A committee substitute bill was proposed and approved 8-3 

which collapsed HB 873, along with several other growth management-related bills, into one bill 

now known as HB 0933. This bill appears to be the vehicle through which all growth 

management matters will be handled in the House. Representative Debbie Mayfield filed an 

amendment to HB 0933 which eliminates the requirement for county membership in RPCs. 

HB 0933 was referred to the Transportation and Economic Development Appropriations 

Subcommittee, which met on April 7, 2015. Representative Mike LaRosa introduced an 

amendment to remove the provision for $2.5 million in funding for RPCs. The bill still contains 

the county “opt-out” provision. The amended bill passed out of the subcommittee 8-4. The bill 

now moves to the House Economic Affairs Committee (Exhibit 3). As of this writing, the bill has 

not been scheduled on their agenda. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Council would benefit from continuing to support SB 484 and encourage the Florida Regional 

Councils Association to pursue amendments to HB 0993 that better track SB 484 in its current 

form. 

 

Recommendation 

 

Council should continue to monitor Senate Bill 484 and House Bill 0993 and encourage Florida 

Regional Councils Association’s Executive Director to seek amendments to House Bill 0993 to 

bring it in line with Senate Bill 484. 

 

Attachments 
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Senate Committee on Appropriations 

 

Members 

 

Senator Tom Lee (R)   Chair 

Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto (R) Vice Chair 

 

 Senator Thad Altman (R) 

 Senator Anitere Flores (R) 

 Senator Don Gaetz (R) 

 Senator Bill Galvano (R) 

 Senator René Garcia (R) 

 Senator Denise Grimsley (R) 

 Senator Alan Hays (R) 

 Senator Dorothy L. Hukill (R) 

 Senator Arthenia L. Joyner (D) 

 Senator Jack Latvala (R) 

 Senator Gwen Margolis (D) 

 Senator Bill Montford (D) 

 Senator Joe Negron (R) 

 Senator Garrett Richter (R) 

 Senator Jeremy Ring (D) 

 Senator David Simmons (R) 

 Senator Chris L. Smith (D) 

  

Exhibit 2 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S1
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S26
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S38
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S21
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S11
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S8
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S19
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S20
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S35
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S3
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S32
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S23
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S29
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S10
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S31


 

 

 

 

House Economic Affairs Committee 

 

Representatives 
 

Representative Jose R. Oliva (R)  Chair 

Representative MaryLynn Magar (R) Vice Chair 

Representative Alan B. Williams (D) Democratic Ranking Member 

 
Representative Frank Artiles (R)  

Representative Bryan Avila (R)  

Representative Randolph Bracy (D)  

Representative Heather Fitzenhagen (R)  

Representative Erik Fresen (R)  

Representative Joseph Geller (D)  

Representative Blaise Ingoglia (R)  

Representative Evan Jenne (D)  

Representative Debbie Mayfield (R)  

Representative Edwin Narain (D)  

Representative Kathleen M. Peters, (R)  

Representative Rene “Coach P” Plasencia (R)  

Representative Bobby Powell (D)  

Representative Patrick Rooney, Jr., (R)  

Representative Gregory W. Steube (R)  
 

 

Exhibit 3 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4529
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4615
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4548
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4574
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4461
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4614
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4603
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4365
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4456
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4608
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4571
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4607
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4578
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4516
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4509

