
 

 

TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

To: Council Members          AGENDA ITEM 11 

 

From: Staff 

 

Date:  April 17, 2015 Council Meeting 

 

Subject: Resolution in Support of the Florida Turbine Initiative and Investing in 

Manufacturing Communities Partnership Designation 

 

Introduction  

 

At its March 2014 board meeting, Council authorized staff to execute a memorandum of 

understanding between Energy Florida, East Central Florida Regional Planning Council 

(ECFRPC), and Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council (TCRPC) to establish a partnership 

to seek designation in the U.S. Economic Development Administration's (EDA) Investing in 

Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP). The purpose of the partnership is to work in 

collaboration with industry and regional partners to develop the Florida Turbine Initiative as a 

proposal for regional designation under the IMCP program. The application for the IMCP 

designation was not successful in 2014. However, Energy Florida has resubmitted the application 

for the IMCP designation for consideration in the 2015 application cycle. This item seeks to 

renew Council’s support for the IMCP designation by adopting the attached resolution 

(Exhibit 1). 

 

Background 

 

In February 2014, ECFRPC staff contacted Council staff to discuss the possibility of a joint 

partnership between Energy Florida, ECFRPC, and TCRPC. Energy Florida is a non-profit 

association of businesses and community leaders focused on Florida’s energy sector and related 

industries. The purpose of the partnership is to seek designation as a manufacturing community 

for the ten-county region defined by the boundaries of the two regional planning councils 

(Exhibit 2).   

 

Energy Florida, ECFRPC, and TCRPC are proposing to work in collaboration with industry and 

regional partners to develop the Florida Turbine Initiative as a proposal for regional designation 

under the IMCP program (Exhibit 3). The program will develop a regional strategy to leverage 

and support the region's existing industrial strengths in turbines, rotating machinery and related 

parts and materials. The IMCP designation will allow communities and institutions within the 

region to obtain preference in applications for funding from eighteen economic development 

programs across ten Federal agencies, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture; U.S. 
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Department of Commerce; U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development; and U.S. Department of Transportation, among others. 

 

The IMCP competition is structured to designate up to 12 regions nationwide as “manufacturing 

communities” (Exhibit 4). The designated manufacturing communities will receive preferential 

consideration for up to $1.3 billion in federal dollars and assistance from ten federal agencies 

(Exhibit 4). The IMCP is designed to help accelerate the resurgence of manufacturing in regions 

across the county. The IMCP will reward communities that best highlight their strengths and 

demonstrate they can combine their efforts around workforce training, infrastructure, and 

research centers to implement an economic development plan that will attract, retain, and expand 

manufacturing investment. Regions designated as manufacturing communities will receive: 

 

1. preferential consideration for $1.3 billion in existing funding; 

2. a federal point of contact to help access federal economic development resources; 

3. branding and promotion as a manufacturing community; and 

4. potential consideration for federal financial assistance through challenge grant awards, 

subject to the availability of funds. 

 

The existing Memorandum of Understanding between Energy Florida, ECFRPC, and TCRPC 

recognizes Energy Florida (Exhibit 5) as the lead organization in the collaborative effort to be 

known as the Florida Turbine Initiative. To date, letters of support for this initiative have been 

received from the Indian River County Chamber of Commerce (Exhibit 6) and Palm Beach 

County Business Development Board (Exhibits 7). 

 

Recommendation 

 

Council should approve Resolution 15-02 in support of the Florida Turbine Initiative and 

Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership designation offered by the U.S. Economic 

Development Administration. 

 

Attachments 
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List of Exhibits 
 

Exhibit  
1 Resolution in Support of the Florida Turbine Initiative and Investing in 

Manufacturing Communities Partnership Designation 

2 Map of the 10-County Region 

3 The Florida Turbine Initiative 

4 Investing In Manufacturing Communities Partnership Designation 

5 About Energy Florida 

6 Letter of Support from the Palm Beach County Business Development Board 

7 Letter of Support from the Indian River County Chamber of Commerce 

 
 



DRAFT 
  Subject to Modifications 

 

 

RESOLUTION #15-02 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

REPRESENTING THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OF INDIAN RIVER, MARTIN, 

PALM BEACH, AND ST. LUCIE COUNTIES, FLORIDA SUPPORTING THE 

FLORIDA TURBINE INITIATIVE AND THE INVESTING IN MANUFACTURING 

COMMUNITIES PARTNERSHIP DESIGNATION BY THE U.S. ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

 

WHEREAS, Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP) is a national 

competition to designate “manufacturing communities” issued by the U.S. Economic 

Development Administration; and 

 

WHEREAS, The IMCP will reward communities that best highlight their strengths and 

demonstrate they can combine their efforts around workforce training, infrastructure and 

research centers to implement an economic development plan that will attract, retain, and expand 

manufacturing investment; and 

 

WHEREAS, East Central Florida Regional Planning Council, Energy Florida, and Treasure 

Coast Regional Planning Council have executed a memorandum of understanding to establish a 

partnership to seek designation in the IMCP program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the partnership is to work in collaboration with industry and 

regional partners to develop the Florida Turbine Initiative as a proposal for regional designation 

under the IMCP program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the objectives of the Florida Turbine Initiative are to support the development of a 

robust strategy focused on turbines, rotating machinery, and related processes and materials; and 

solidify Florida’s position as a world-class turbine developer, manufacturer, and exporter. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT TREASURE COAST REGIONAL 

PLANNING COUNCIL SUPPORTS THE PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP THE FLORIDA 

TURBINE INITIATIVE AND THE INVESTING IN MANUFACTURING 

COMMUNITIES PARTNERSHIP DESIGNATION BY THE U.S. ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION. 
 

DULY ADOPTED by the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council this 17th day of April 

2015. 

 

 

______________________________ ______________________________ 

Tod Mowery     Michael J. Busha 

Chairman     Executive Director  
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